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JUNE SUCKER PICTURES

Experimental cages that exclude carp allow scientists to examine the potential to restore aquatic vegetation. (Photo by Chris Keleher)
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Tiny June sucker (as seen here on a penny) are usually less than three weeks old when they drift down river from spawning beds, and are
easy prey for nonnative fish (Photo by Craig Ellsworth).
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A June sucker



GREATEST JUNE SUCKER POND

“the greatest sucker pond in the universe”

David S. Jordan 1 889
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Utah chub 1932 — 1935 fathead minnow
1871 1911 - Severe drought 1952
Introduction: Introductlop. Introduction:
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Courtesy of Joe Tomellen

Extinct

Utah Lake Native Fishes
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June Sucker
Utah Sucker
Utah Lake Sculpin

Bonneville Cutthroat
Trout

Least Chub

Bonneville Redside
Shiner

Mottlied Sculpin
Leatherside Chub
Utah Chub
Speckled Dace
Long Nosed Dace
Mountain Whitefish
Mountain Sucker



JUNE SUCKER ARTICLE
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the Mormon pioneers who arrived in
UTAH’S WILD NOTEBOOK 1847 and the stream of settlers who

followed—Utah Lake was a treasured

resource that provided needed water and

Utah La ke’S food. Its fish played a significant role in

the area’s settlement and literally fostered

the growth of civilization in Utah.
endangered fish 15,3848, o eary g KA e

of the Mormon pioneer’s crops. Swarms

an d y0 u. What’S of grasshoppers destroyed what was left.

. The residents in the valley were faced
the connection? with starvation. To find food, the pio-
neers organized fishing companies and
turned to Utah Lake.
Using large nets (seines) made of
cotton, flax or yarn, the pioneers caught

thousands of pounds of cutthroat trout,
June suckers, Utah suckers and other
fish. Driven by hunger, more people

fished even more frequently over time.
Records from 1855 hunger relief efforts
show that 2,301 pounds of fish were dis-

By Diana Vos endangered species. pensed through Salt Lake City’s public
. : works department. During the summer
Project WILD Coordinator Mot it s bee? of 1956 fshing oosicaedl eg i
This is where the ancestors of many by Mormon wards caught tons of fish,
of us come into the story. For the state’s including one ward that reported catch-
early residents —Native Americans, ing about eight tons.
LOOK BACK in time: Spanish explorers in the 1700s, fur In those early days, the number of
The story of Utah Lake trappers and traders in the early 1800s, fish in Utah Lake seemed infinite. The
and its June suckers begins
about 15,000 years ago.

That's when Lake Bonneville, which cov-
ered nearly half of what is now the state
of Utah, began to drain and dry up.

When the lake disappeared about
10,000 years ago, it left behind several
large lakes. One of these lakes became
known as Utah Lake, the largest fresh-
water lake west of the Mississippi River.

One of the fish that swam in Lake
Bonneville was the June sucker. As
the lake retreated, the June sucker and
12 other fish species, including the
Bonneville cutthroat trout and the Utah
sucker, became isolated within Utah
Lake. These native fish thrived in their
new environment, and millions of June
suckers filled the shallow lake.

The situation is much different
today, however. Fewer than 1,000 adult
June suckers live in Utah Lake, and :
the fish is now federally listed as an Invasive plant species are causing a change in Utah Lake’s habitat.
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